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hole. As the sheep eat the salt, they will automatically tar their noses. Both tar and salt will need frequent renewal As a further help to the animals in their fight against the flies, it is good practice to provide a simple straw-covered shelter in the pasture with the interior as dark as possible, because the flies will not follow the sheep into a dark or dimly lighted place. They like best to work in midday when the sun is bright and warm.
Stomach-worms
Sheep have four stomachs, the fourth or last one being called the true stomach and it is here that stomach-worms live. The disease caused by a heavy infestation of these worms is one of the most serious obstacles to sheep-raising, especially on diversified farms where real pasture rotation is seldom practiced. The annual losses are tremendous, some flocks being almost entirely wiped out. Stomach-worms are found everywhere, but are very prevalent in the Middle West and South. Range sheep do not suffer as much because flocks rarely stay in one place very long.
The adult worms live in the fourth or last stomach. The females lay enormous numbers of eggs and these pass from the infected animal in the manure. They hatch in a few hours after they reach the ground, if moisture and warmth are provided. When weather conditions are unfavorable the eggs may lay dormant for many weeks and are able to withstand considerable cold and long periods of drying. When hatched the young worms or larvae attach themselves to blades of grass and remain there until they are swallowed by grazing sheep. From the mouth the larvae or young worms are carried into the fourth stomach and here develop into full-grown worms ready to produce eggs in about one month.
The mature stomach-worm ranges from 1 to 1% inches in length. It is a blood-sucker and its color depends largely on whether it is filled with blood. The color will range from white to dark red.